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Each year since 1957 a panel of judg-
es at Britain’s Design Centre, The 
Haymarket, London selects up to 20 
products which it considers to be of 
outstanding design.  The choice is 
made from the 3,000 or more items 
which have been shown at the Centre 
during the previous year.

The Duke of Edinburgh recently pre-
sented certificates to the manufactur-
ers of the ten products which gained 
the 1962 Design Centre Awards.

The general character of each year’s 
awards is affected by standards set in 
previous years and also by the person-
al tastes of the judges and their inter-
pretation of current trends, though 
previous panels of judges have all 
stressed such qualities as simplicity, 
economy of means and a proper use 
of materials.  This year, the sixth year 
of the awards, the judges were partic-
ularly concerned with colour and pat-
tern and have given several awards to 
fabrics, wallpaper and ceramic tiles.  
They agreed that the British reputation 
for sound craftsmanship, either in 
long-established industries or in newer 
industries, such as electronic engi-
neering and plastics, must be of con-
tinuing importance.  By their choice of 
patterns within a recognisably British 
tradition, the judges seem to have re-
acted against severely simple designs.  
All the products are in the Centre’s 
Design Index and they therefore satis-
fied the relevant tests of technical effi-
ciency;  reports of such tests were 
available to the judges.

Above: Leslie Wiggin and the Duke of Edinburgh

Above: The award-winning dishes

Note - many thanks to Helene Waterhouse of Kirkham, Preston (wife of Christmas card maestro 
Geoff)  for supplying the above information, which is taken from the 1962 issue of “Commonwealth 
Today”. 
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